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18 Professional Softball Players Quit and Form New
Team After Being 'Misrepresented' by Manager's
National Anthem Tweet

BY MADELEINE CARLISLE
JUNE 27, 2020 5:13 PM EDT

‘ a 11 18 players of the professional softball team Scrap Yard Fast Pitch
(Scrap Yard FP) quit Monday night after the team’s general manager
tweeted at President Donald Trump, showcasing that the players stood during

the national anthem. The players have now formed a new team.

On Monday, Texas-based Scrap Yard FP faced off against The USSSA Pride in
Melbourne, Fla., in what was supposed to be the first of a seven-game series.
During the game, the Scrap Yard FP Twitter account posted a now-deleted
photo of the players standing for the national anthem along with the text: “Hey
@realDonaldTrump Pro Fastpitch being played live ... Everyone standing for
the FLAG!” The tweet was written by the team’s general manager Connie May,

according to social media posts from the players.

The New York Times reports that the players were surprised to hear about the
post after returning to their locker room after the game. Many of the players
(more than half of whom are supposed to play in the delayed 2021 Tokyo
Olympics per ESPN) began posting on social media that they were not
consulted about the tweet, that it did not represent their beliefs and stressed

that they support the Black Lives Matter movement.
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Kiki Stokes y
@KStokes10

| am so hurt but Hate and Ignorance will never win.
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“I will not be spoken for. I will not stand by the actions of Connie May & what
she wrote on Scrap Yard FP twitter account,” Taylor Edwards, another Scrap
Yard FP player, tweeted. “This was done during our game without our
knowledge but most importantly during a time we as American women wanted
to show HOPE & SHINE LIGHT during the uncertain time.”

Taylor Edwards y
@TayEdwards212

My statement. My words.
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By the end of the night, all 18 players had quit the team, per the Times. Scrap
Yard Fast Pitch did not respond to TIME’s request for comment.

Haylie McCleney & . 4
@hayliemac8

We might be standing in this photo but we SURE AS HELL
AREN'T STANDING FOR THIS. I'm embarrassed. I'm

heartbroken. I'm DISGUSTED. @ScrapYardFP | will never
be associated with your organization again. BLACK LIVES


https://twitter.com/TayEdwards212/status/1275288991609356290/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275288991609356290%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F
https://twitter.com/TayEdwards212/status/1275288991609356290?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275288991609356290%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F
https://twitter.com/places/376e6de722d9a691?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275288991609356290%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275288991609356290%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F&tweet_id=1275288991609356290
https://twitter.com/TayEdwards212/status/1275288991609356290?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275288991609356290%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F
https://twitter.com/hayliemac8?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275244259541745665%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F
https://twitter.com/hayliemac8?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275244259541745665%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F
https://twitter.com/hayliemac8/status/1275244259541745665?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275244259541745665%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F
https://twitter.com/ScrapYardFP?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275244259541745665%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F
https://twitter.com/hayliemac8/status/1275244259541745665/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1275244259541745665%7Ctwgr%5E&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Ftime.com%2F5860756%2Fsoftball-trump-quit-kneel-national-anthem%2F
https://time.com/subscribe/primary-offer/?utm_source=bx&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=topbar_evergreen
javascript:void(0)
https://time.com/5878270/chicago-shooting-protests-looting/

BE INFORMED. BE UNITED.

nCcT 1’)d§§ymi?n 610

_ SUBSCRIBE NOW
#| Police Shooting Spurs Mo
|

9:48 PM - Jun 22, 2020 O

QO 74K O 2.1K people are Tweeting about this

Aubree Munro Watson y
@Aubree_Munro1

Tonight we were misrepresented by Connie May who
acted on behalf of @ScrapYardFP I'm appalled by the
insentivity & will not represent Scrap Yard ever again. I'm
so sorry to all my friends & teammates and the future
softball players that are hurt by this.
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Riley Sartain-Vaughan y
@rileysartain

This isn't us. As players, we do not stand with the tweet
sent out by @ScrapYardFP We stand with the black
community. We love you and we stand united with you.
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Trump has repeatedly criticized athletes who kneel during the national
anthem, a demonstration started by former San Francisco 49ers quarterback

Colin Kaepernick in 2016 to protest systemic racism and police brutality.

On Friday, the former Scrap Yard FP players announced that they had reformed
into a new independent team called This Is Us Softball, which they say will
exist for the remainder of the season. This Is Us Softball includes all 18 former

players from Scrap Yard FP, ESPN reports.
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“This Is Us Softball is a group formed in June 2020 of 18 professional fastpitch
softball athletes from all across the United States,” the team’s website says.
“When these athletes were unfairly spoken for in a way that was insensitive to
the current climate in America, they decided to walk away from their former

professional team, and move forward as an independent unit.”

The website says the players are using their “resources to get back on the
softball field for the 2020 summer season, and to continue playing the game
they love, while also using their platforms to raise awareness, empower young

women and unite the softball community.”

Jade Hewitt y
@JadeHewittMedia

This Is Us.

Monday night changed our lives. But these athletes have
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“We are here to spark a necessary change in the softball community, gaining
and sharing knowledge about racial injustice in our world,” the team’s website
says. “We are here to encourage our community to love, accept, and confidently

stand up for themselves, those around them, and the Black community.”

This Is Us Softball is playing USSSA Pride Saturday night in Viera, Fla., and the
game will stream live. The team will also hold a panel afterwards to answer

questions and discuss the formation of the team.
WRITE TO MADELEINE CARLISLE AT MADELEINE.CARLISLE@TIME.COM.
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