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UHDERETANDIMNG THE COLLEGE ADMISSION PROCEES

What is the best college for you? Pleass understand finding

With s0 much information out there, where do | begin? The

Lat's get started]
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UNDERETANDING THE COLLEGE ADMISEION FROCEES

+ What are my long-term gosls?

= What d | anjoy coing® What do | not enjoy doing?

« Why da | wan ta attend colega? How would this move ma
closer 1o my goals and career aspirations?

« Do | wart 8 specialized degree (rursing, mechanic, softwars
enginearing, cosmetclogy, dental, etc.) or & liberal arts
education?

= |5 & twio-year of four-yaar program a batter fit for me?

= How important is cost in making a final decision?

= What type of financlal assistance Iz avallabls to me?

= Which grants ancor scholarships can | apgly for?

« Will it be neceasary to have a job whils going to achool? I ao,
whal jobs are available and how will that fit with riy schoal
schedule?

« How important is it to attend a school near rry home? Am |
Inclined to mowe to @ certain part of the country versue another
part of the country?

Would | prefer & small or large college?
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LMOERSTANDING THE COLLEGE ADWMIEEIDN PROCESS

= How impaortant is a divarss student body?

= How Important |s the population density In sslecting a college
albsit rural, matro, or a suburban sstting?

= Would it be better to ive on-campus or off-campus?

= |5 joining & fratesmity o sorodty an important factor for me’?

« Ia compating in sports important? Would | ba aligible for sports
scholarships? I not, are imemiural SpoMs an IMponant sspect
of student ifa?

= Are my grades fit for a selective schaol?

= How rigorous do | want my academic life o be?

= Do | want 8 cumcular design that fostars more independance ar
more collaborathie work?

« Doas iy preferad area of study require tBaching faculty with
speciglization andfor faciities with special senvices/equipment?

= How important is a classroom-based experence versus eaming
a degrea on-ins?

= |5 graduate schodl important? |s it important to attend graduate
achaool at the same ingtitution =3 the college | samed my
undergraduate degrea?
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UNDERETANDING THE COLLEGE ADMISEION PROCEES

School Counselor. |t is mportant fo undersiand your school couresiore a
wonderiul resouce during this process. Be frank sbout your questions,
apprehensions, and goals along with your sthistic and‘or academic resume. [
you believe thare wil be an athistic component to your collsge expanence, how
many coleges have expressed interest in you joining ther program?  The more
coaches end recruiters that support your endeavors, the increased Eelhood of
your ahility o leverage sthisics whie errolied in college. For the academic
profiie, please make s you discuss grades, ftest soones, soihities, class ark,
and AP classes with your counselor.

As you buid your list of prefemed coleges and universities, i iB mporiant bo nole
that they are actively secking prospectis siudents. They cbtain infomation on
you from the Educationsl Opporturity Service of ACT or SAT and from the
Student Search Senvice of the Colege Board.

A5 you work with your school courssion, pay specal attention io college visits io
your achool Colisges and universties will ofien send representaiives 1o high
schoots o mest with prospaciive students. As these opporiunidies present
fhemsehes, your best ally wil %o be prepered. This means: amving on fime,
dioing your homeswork on each prospectve coliege, and asking good questiors.
‘Why? H is guite possbie the college epresentstive dso sits on the admission
committee. Yiou never have another opportunity to make a firet impression so
make the most of it!

School Visits. After working on & shor st of coleges to attend and spending
fime doing research on the imemet sbout prospective coleges, it may be a great
fima to wist & few schools. A school visit will help to sfther solidéy and prior
diecision or giminate it from the running.  Eifher way, visiting the school can be s
productive uee of ime during your colege seach. During this process, be
wigilant shout sppication deadines. Submit early and rememiber spplcation for
admission desdines can difier from firancel ad applicstion deadines =0 be
aweare and plan eccomdingly. Each college wil set forh & scheduls and poiicy for
admizsion ard you will be nofifed sbout your application sooondingly.
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Chapter 2

Planning to Succeed

“The whole purpose of education is to tum mirrors into windows.”

~Sydney J. Harris

Grades. gk

Gathering and Organizing. ~

“If you fail to plan,
You plan to fail.”
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PLANNING TO SUCCEEDY

Receiving the help you need. ‘¥our high school counselor can ba a kay
resource to help provide insights, advice, and rescurces. In addition, they
will provide you the necessary assistance to help determine the classes you
read to take and when you should teke tham. The majority of the guidance
offices wil send prospective coleges your trensoripts, grede point swerage,
grades, and dess rank o colleges.  Start this process early and remain
wgilant sbout keeping in touch with your counsskor over tma.

Hirimg an independent counselor could be an option to consider if you
believe addiional guidance is necessary. These type of professionals can
fesip wou shape the college dedision making process. As 8 word of
caution, before hiing a third party to help with this process plesse make
sure to valdate fher credentiale. Ask for references, tak to colege
admissions counselors, and make sune fo connect with former clients.  an
independent counsdor is employed to sssist in your quast o determine the
best colege or university, plesse remember they can only providis advice
and counsal. They should never push you towards 8 singular schodl, ofier
to fill out your application, guarantes the receipt of a grant or scholarship nor
COMPOss &N eSSy on your behalf

LLttiEring the intemet o gather information is an efficient and efieciive means
#o find out more about coleges and universities. A comprehansive, frusted
senice ke MeichCollege that has helped milkons and millons of students
is the type of credible source o best accelerate your college search.

As you collect onliime snd print materisls about collages, pay special
attertion to the scademic requirements, Upcoming campus fours, and
apgiication deadines. In addition, meke sure to overley your schiool
requirements and preferences with what each school offers. i there are
special clssses or requirements you need balore spolying io the school,
maka sure to teke nota of thesa items and act accondingly to increase your
chances of gaining admission to the echool|s) of your choice.

College Tour Checklist:

»
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PLANNRNG TO SUCCEED

The College Interview. [ the colege offers personal mtendew. make
sure o sign up for it in advance. A couple key elements o the intenisw:
ba early, be well-dressed. and ba prepared. Make sure to anive early o
the interdew and let them know you sre available fo start any fmea. In
terme of sppearence, meks sure io ba well groomed and present
yourself well. There wil never be ancother opporiunity to make a first
impression so make the most of it. In ferms of preparation, cresie a list of
guestions based on the colege catalogue and their websita. Adfew
starter guestions may include asking about

= Can you tell me more about & specific mejor . if you are interested
in math, ask about more information about applied mathematics)
= VWhat concems are students talking about this school year?

= Gan you tell me about the greduation rete and a percentage of
freshman that retumn the following year?

= What social groups or acthities are available to students?
= How would | plug into extracurricular activities?

= Does each student have an assigned counsslor to help them map
out classss year over year?
= VWhat i the percentage of on-campus versus off-campus housing?
Alumni Metwork Interviews. Ack o se= if the coleges you are
interested in have an alumni network that requires you (o intendsw with
them. It's good for you to know that some schools require you to
completed a campus interview or not. This gives the coliege an
opportunity to connect with you through their alumni network which
serves 8 dual purpose for you to get to know the school betier and
them to get to know you better.
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PLANNING TO SUCCEED

n addition to your questions about the school, you nesd o be
prepared to answer some guestions about yoursell. At mimimum, be
ready to teckle the following questions

= Tal me more about yoursalf.

= ‘What are your goals while in coliega?
What are your goais after colege?
What are you passionate about in Be?

= ‘Why do you want to attend college?

= Tall mea why you would ke to attend this collega?

= ‘What majors are you interested in at this point in your ife?

» ‘What books are you currently reading? What are the last 3 books
wou have read?

= ‘What do you do with your free time?

= Do you have extracurricular sctivities that are important to you?

Student Information Services. It is important to note that some
schools have efiminated the on-campus interview with an admissions
officer in keu of & group information session. This process changs was
designed to offer multiple students and parents an opportunity to leam
about a coliege in & single session. A group information session
coupled with a campus tour can go a long way to anewer a Fany of
questions sbout 8 school. i you still have specific questions for an
admissions officer after attending a campus tour and group information
session, make a point to inclede & specific letter fo accompany your
college application.

P Matehcollege

Chapter 3

College Informat

“Education is a befter safeguard of liberty than a standing army.”
~Edward Everett




COULEGE MFORMATION

Az you may imagine, colleges spand a signiicant amount of resources
on providing curent and prospective sfudents valuable information

alhout their programs. For current students, the focus of the -
publications iz often centersd armund retaining students and introducing 3 Primary Sources of

Information

them io advanced degree opportunities. For prospective students, the
goal is to share more about the school, campus e, courss offenngs.
academic expectations, and future opportunities. Fead these
publications wery carefully as valuable information can be teased from + Viewbook
wiat i3 said and not said about the college of interest.

Diotaining specific information sbout the school is easier today tham ever.
You can check out MaichCollege to collect college-specific information
on any school in the United States in ona sitting or visit the schoal's
webasite to collect information about a singular school. Let i be known, ¥ Course Catalog
physically visiting a school will provide a the most complete picturs of
the school in guestion but school winnowing down choices based on
your specific critena will be a great starting point when visits are not
plausible.

DCwring your informaation gathening phase of the process, it will be important
o take note of the following elements:

What are the Admisslon Requirements: Vhat are the published criteria
for being accephed into a spedific program? What & the scceptance mts at
the school? What am the hard deadines you need o adhere 1o with you
colege application?

Locate a School Calendar: A schod calendar wil have & host of
infoermation: from the ecadermic yesr to credit requiements o summesr
intemships, paying specal atention to fhe requiements of each school
Datarmining Faculty Pedigres: | iz frequently a positive sign to se=
fmcuity with diverse expenence slong with instiutions the faculty sttended.
Published works are ofien another good indication of 2n engaged teaching
t=am a5 endess hours ame spent providing qusiity research for indhiduak na
specific field of study.

W Matencoliege

+ Website

COLLEGE NFORMATION

Graduation & Degres Feguirements: Once you have accapted
admissions to 8 gpecific schodl, what wil it take o eam 8 degres within your
specific field of shudy? Take the time fo understand the courss requiements,

credits required, and expected time to complete the degrea. SE'CD "daw Sﬂurces Df
Programa: How diverse ans the course offerngs and how easyhard B it to i

switch tracks after the first yeer or twa? "'Ifl:l rmatlﬂ"
Ovarall Behool Gost: What will school cost 1o get started and what is the _
pattway bayond the first year? How competitive is the school's financial aid + Alumni Report
package, grants, andfor scholarship ofierngs?

On-Campus Services: \What shudent senices exist on-campus? Itis
impaortant to understand the resources avalable from career counssling o
alurnni networking 1o health sanioes end evenything in betwean.
ESpeclalized Programs: Mske sue io ask i the school ofiers study sbroad
programs, cross-enrolment programs with neighiboning colleges, or degres- + Published Works
speciiic credentidls if thess items are a priorty for you

On and Of-Campus Living: What opfions are available to in-coming
freshman? Opfions for fransfers from another school? 1= the quatient of on-
campus living o off-campus ving availabie? What types of housing is
avaiable to you, albeit dorm, condo, housa, sparment, or obher Iving
amangements? You then need to ask yourself how comfortable ame you with
tha options provided?

Spora Activities and School Sports: Make =ure 1o detemmine i the :

schools offerings for gports fits your needs. Some students will be vary Student Newsletter
fooused on athlstics whia others prafer to heve time o gather socislly and
engage in a spors activity. Find out what is offered and what ciubs the
school offers early in the process.
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Chapter 4

The Scoop

College Admissions

ect of equcation is fo prepare the young to educate
themselves throughout their lives.”
~Robert Maynard Hutchins

Application: T

Standardized Tests: ft

Teacher Recommendation: T
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THE 5CO0P COLLEGE ADMIEEIONS

Academic

Record: 4 high

School Recommendation: T
ckiceil e b
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Chapter 5

Transition Time




Completing the College Application. It i= worth noting as you
L e and d the in:

with your col | ations to tak t
f to realhy und t

Tin

d the q
yoursal a con grable amount of time and
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at nand, you Wi
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en complating
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Tips for Your College
Admissions Essay:
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Chapter 6 o —

Your Path to Understanding g _—

Financial Aid Options —

i

o enfertain

~Aristotle

WOLIR PATH TO UNDERETADING FINANCIAL A0 OFTIDNS
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WOUR PATH TO UNCERSTADING FIRAMCIAL AID CPTIONE!

sl aid, 8 prospective

Financial Aid. In ord

student must complete a FAFEA. A or Free Application for
Federd Shudert Ad appication required, depending on
fhe college.  Since most schools ha e to digifizing the spplication
Erocess, you can hop fhe form before the deadine
Tha FAFSA form ope Perkins
Lnans, Federsl Cirect Lo

A

G55 [Colege Scholarship Senvice] through the Colegs Board
ardiess of wh

forms you nes submit o the
0 be diig
se8. Inacourate infom
adverss impact on the speed of processing your appl
f aid you recene. | m e like to dig

Grants: Grants are basssanr 1t from the
recipient. The source of the grant may be either the school, the federal
oove i, or the =nis are based on a student's fnancial nesd an
fhe FAFSA determines the eligibiity.

Scholarships: Like grants, scholaships do not nes
eligiility i5 ba grades, and
colege or w ips Ere avalsbe th
fhen chack in with your counsslor # what fhe
scholarship information and resoun

'.“, MatehCallege

WOUA PATH TO UNDERETADING FINANCIAL A0 OFTIDNE

franing %o bensfit the compa

Loans: Linie the other typ
be d {usahy with interss
fademl student lnans to fedeml parent loans. Most federal student loans
based on & infornation shout the

ane

8 through the fnancid aid
ENELIE YOUr ELICCeES,

dl colleges prior fo ther

. Bard in your admiszion sppiication

IMeEst 3 e IMEriUte:

education by using the net p
websie or through the Depa

P

is provided from the schools

3. Complete the FAFSA form before the g NN YOUF SSniorn yesr

schocl-speciic francal ad forms ahead of their
acried deadines. Being quick with your spplicstion to the college
will help you undaemstand your francial aid options, give you fhe
opportunity 10 work with fhe financisl aid department and secune your
frandial sid award|s).

w
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College Financial
Aid Options:

¥ Grants
¥ Scholarships
¥ Work-Study
v Loans
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Chapter 7 W

ldeas When You .

Need to Pivot

ducation is the i m darkness fo Nght. "

~Allan Bloom




rejaction

acceptance,
rejection, or wait-list."

Why do schools wait-list students?

How doss a wall-list work?

A all wait lists the same school to schoal? 1

'$. MatchCollege

Community Colleges = tw e L

for-profit collage

: Massive Open Oniine Courses
{MOOC]) v .
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ransferring Sc

SUCCESSAULLY TRANEFERAING SCHOOLS

3 Types of College
Transfers:
Reverse transfer

Lateral transfer

Vertical transfer

hiioe. Eact
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Chapter 9 g
How te Apply to College in the U.S:

asan International Student

HOW TO APFLY T COLLEGE IN THE LLE. AS AN INTERMATICINAL STUDIENT

EBE EEE EEE EHE

s ofe ohe mﬁh
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HOW TO AFFLY TO COLLEGE N THE LS. AS AN INTERMATICONAL STUDENT

Chapter 10
Additional Resourges

L 4

@
As an International
Student you must:

visa

commLnicats




High School Freshman

High School Sophomaore

High Schoal Sophomans Yaar Collegs Pran Tools
High Schoal Sophomaors Gollsge Checklst

High School Junior

High & 1 JLir dage Chackl

High School Senior

MatchCollege

blog

Life, Stress, and Managing Your College Life
How 1o Manage Siress During Cobeos




