5/25/2020 Eric Trump Claims Social Distancing Is a Democrat 'Strategy' | Time

TIME

coromieml R Claims Secial Ristancing Js.aDeg@ograt:
'Strategy' and COVID-19 Will 'Magically' Disappear

After Election

Eric Trump at the 45th President Donald J. Trump's address of the crowd for the opening ceremony of the New York City
100th annual Veterans Day Parade and wreath-laying at the Eternal Light Flag Staff in New York on Nov. 11,2019. IraL.
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‘ O n Saturday, Eric Trump declared that COVID-19 social distancing

measures are part of a “cognizant strategy” for Democrats to win the
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2020 Presidential election, and that the novel coronavirus will “magically”

disappear after Nov. 3.

In an interview with Fox News’ Jeanine Pirro on Saturday, the President’s son
cast doubt on social distancing measures aimed at curbing the spread of
coronavirus, which has claimed the lives of more than 89,000 Americans.
Trump declared that Democrats are “trying to milk” the pandemic by
temporarily closing businesses and implementing other social distancing
measures, and that they aim to undermine President Donald Trump’s ability to

win reelection.
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Executive Vice President of the Trump Organization and
the son of the president @EricTrump Trump joins
"JUSTICE" tonight to react to my opening monologue and
much more. Take a look.
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“They think they’re taking away Donald Trump’s greatest tool, which is being
able to go into an arena and fill it with 50,000 people every single time...,”

Trump said. “And you watch, they’ll milk it every single day between now and
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Nov. 3. And guess what, after Nov. 3 coronavirus will magically, all of a sudden,

go away and disappear and everybody will be able to reopen.”

Trump added that Vice President Biden “loves this” because he is not able to
draw comparable crowds to his campaign events. He said that Democrats are
trying to take away the President’s “greatest asset”— his ability to connect with

the American people, and appear at campaign rallies.

Trump’s comments echoed his fathers’. In February, President Trump said that
Democrats’ criticism of his administration’s response to COVID-19 is “their

new hoax.”

Several Fox News hosts have faced criticism for downplaying the threat of the
COVID-19, especially early in the American outbreak, including Pirro and Sean
Hannity. Research released in April by the Becker Friedman Institute for
Economics found that viewership of Hannity’s show, compared to a Fox News
show which warned viewers of the virus’ threat, is “strongly associated with a
greater number of COVID-19 cases and deaths in the early stages of the
pandemic.” In a statement, a Fox News spokesperson called the study
“factually wrong.” “The ‘study’ almost completely ignores [Hannity’s] coverage
and repeated, specific warnings and concerns from January 27-February 26

including an early interview with Dr. Fauci in January,” the spokesperson said.
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